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Message From The President 

A year-round resident, the Pile-

ated Woodpecker is a striking 

black, crow-sized bird with a 

flaming red crest. The white 

underwing and wing patches 

are visible in flight. The female 

has a blackish forehead and 

lacks the red on the mustache. 

The Pileated Woodpecker oc-

curs in most of the eastern part 

of the U.S. and throughout 

most of Canada. It prefers 

dense, mature mixed hardwood 

forests, but can be found in 

parklands and woodlots. Its 

territory can be 150 or more 

acres.  It breeds in May in the 

northern part of its range. Ob-

long-oval holes are created as it 

hammers on dead and dying 

trees, indicating its presence. It 

drills holes to get to the carpen-

ter ants and other insects to eat. 

They hammer out additional 

space within the tree for nesting 

cavities.  These holes offer cru-

cial shelter to many species  of 

birds and bats.  The nest is ex-

cavated in dead wood 15-70 

feet high.  The female lays 3-5 

eggs that are incubated by both 

adults.  Some reports say that 

the male incubates at night.  

The young leave the nest 

around 25 days. Some people 

believe that the Woody Wood-

pecker character by Walter 

Lantz was based on the Pileated 

Woodpecker.  That might be 

partially true, but he said in a 

biography that he and his wife 

were  honeymooning in Cali-

fornia when he heard and saw 

the Acorn Woodpecker.  At 

least, the call was based on the 

sound of that species. 
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As the cooler days of Autumn 

approach, not only will we begin 

to see changes in the landscape 

around us but also here within 

the Stewards organization. I am 

so pleased to announce our  new 

website: www.stewardsumrr.org 

The new website would not have 

been made possible without the 

help of one of our newest mem-

bers Tory Remrey. Please take a 

moment to visit our new mem-

ber’s photo galleries, learn about 

all the latest events and activities, 

view the current webcams on 

line, and learn some history of 

the “Upper Miss” Refuge. I 

know you will love it! Our email 

address is also changing.  Our 

new email address is now: 

stewardsumrr@gmail.com The 

old website and email address 

will soon be disconnected so 

please make note of these 

changes.  On August 23rd, 

eleven members of the 

“Stewards” visited Necedah 

National Wildlife Refuge where 

we received a personal tour  

and were able to see Whooping 

Cranes in the wild! How cool is 

that!! Seven members stayed 

overnight in Necedah and pro-

ceeded onto to Trempealeau 

National Wildlife Refuge on 

Saturday, where again we had a 

personal tour of the Refuge by 

their “Friends” group. We also 

stopped by the new LaCrosse 

Visitor Center that is part of 

the “Upper Miss” Refuge. 

Photos from the trip are on 

page 6 of this newsletter. Take 

advantage of the cooler temps 

and get out to visit a National 

Wildlife Refuge near you! 

Until next month, Happy 

Birding!!! 

Welcome New Members 

Dorie Steffen 

Tory Remrey 

Tony McCombie 

Renewing Members 

Ed Britton 

Pileated Woodpecker 

 



     In spite of our “inferno-

like” temperatures, the fall 

migration is well underway, 

making it a perfect time to visit 

your favorite wetland.  In con-

trast to the fast paced spring 

migration, birds tend to be 

much more leisurely in the fall 

and will remain in good feed-

ing areas near water for weeks 

instead of several days as in the 

spring.  Leading the parade 

through the wetland forests 

and marshes are early migrating 

warblers including Black and 

White, Canada, Magnolia, 

Chestnut-sided, and Blue-

winged Warblers, and Ameri-

can Redstarts. Last week, I 

tried multi-tasking on Pool 12 

of the Mississippi by boating, 

birding and walleye fishing.  

While fishing the end of wing 

dams, we had great views of 

several Ospreys, immature 

Bald Eagles, and a small flock 

of shorebirds that was com-

prised of Pectoral and Least 

Sandpipers, American Golden-

Plovers, and a single Black-

bellied Plover.  (I also caught 

several nice walleyes to make it 

a successful multi-tasking activ-

ity!) Bright red cardinal flowers 

should be at their peak in the 

Mississippi backwaters in early 

September.  Hiking trails at the 

Pleasant Creek Unit offer great 

views of these strikingly beauti-

ful flowers, along with the 

hummingbirds they attract. 

Starting in mid-September 

birders should turn their atten-

tion to the Mississippi Bluffs 

for views of migrating raptors.  

On bright sunny mornings, 

look for large numbers of mi-

grating hawks circling in the 

thermal currents created by the 

heat rising from the Mississippi 

River and bluffs.  The majority 

of these migrating hawks are 

Broad-winged and Sharp-

shinned Hawks.  This behavior 

is known as kettling and it is 

not uncommon to view hun-

dreds and even thousands of 

hawks as they leisurely spiral 

their way southward.  By late 

September, Red-tailed and 

Cooper’s Hawks will dominate 

the thermals, in addition to 

Turkey Vultures, Northern 

Harriers, and American Kes-

trels.  I encourage everyone to 

grab your binoculars and head 

to your favorite wetland to 

enjoy the sights and sounds of 

the fall.  I would also like to 

remind refuge visitors that 

portions of our wetland areas 

will be closed to the public, 

including Green Island and 

Spring Lake.   The closed  are-

as are conspicuously posted 

and provide valuable undis-

turbed feeding and resting are-

as for migrating waterfowl, 

shorebirds, and other birds. 

 

 

With insect nets in hand and ID 

book in the vest, Jr. Stewards head-

ed out to the prairie to capture 

those fast flying mosquito hawks.  

Many different species of damsel-

flies and dragonflies were captured, 

handled and released. Some of the 

dragonfly species identified were: 

Green Darner, Halloween Pennant, 

and Eastern Amberwing. Various 

damselflies were also found such 

as: Familiar Bluet, Azure Bluet, and 

Eastern Forktail to name a few. 

Several Jr. Stewards are now start-

ing their “life list” for Odonates.  

 

 

Backwater Birding With Bob 

Jr. Stewards Chatter 
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Bob Walton - Zwingle, Ia, 

Do you have a 

birding question?? 

Ask Bob! Please 

email Bob at 

stewardsumrr@gmail.com 

and your question 

will be answered in 

future issues. 

Dragonflies catch 

their insect prey by 

grabbing it with 

their feet.  

A single dragonfly 

can eat thirty to 

hundreds of 

mosquitoes per day. 



Flash Point -  The Mighty Mississippi 
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Connie Inskeep - Moline, Il. 

We are very fortunate to have something so wonderful, so 

near.  The mighty Mississippi River is a source of beauty, won-

der, awe and ferocity.  She cannot be contained when the 

spring rains and snow melts bring flooding, but the rest of the 

year, she is downright inspirational. 

All along the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife 

and Fish Refuge, there are endless opportunities to photo-

graph nature at its best.  Whether it is the river itself, the 

animals and birds that call the refuge home or the plant life 

that thrives in the rich soil, there are always scenes crying 

out to be photographed. 

This Refuge covers just over 240,000 acres and 

extends 261 river miles from the confluence of 

the Chippewa River in Wisconsin to near 

Princeton, Iowa. It is a massive refuge and we 

owe it to ourselves to make sure we see every-

thing it has to offer. 

Until next time, get out there and capture the beauty that 

exists right in our own area.  



In 2012, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

collected 58 bald eagles that were found 

dead in various locations on the Upper 

Mississippi River National Wildlife and 

Fish Refuge and along the Upper Missis-

sippi River corridor. The eagles were 

examined for lead exposure and liver 

lead was analyzed by the National Wild-

life Health Center in Madison, Wiscon-

sin. A surprising 60% had detectable 

lead and 38% had concentrations within 

the lethal range for lead poisoning.  The 

high percentage of liver lead prompted 

the Refuge to initiate a study on the 

sources of lead in the environment with 

a focus on lead ammunition used in deer 

hunting.  In our four state area (IL, IA, 

MN, WI) over 645,000 white-tailed deer 

were harvested with firearms during the 

2012-13 season. In winter, bald eagles 

rely on carrion as a primary food item, 

especially deer carcasses and offal (gut 

piles) left in the field by hunters.  Lead 

bullets are used by many hunters and 

often fragment inside a deer, especially 

when bone is hit.  Lead fragments are 

toxic and potentially become available to 

scavenging bald eagles, thus providing a 

pathway for lead exposure.  A voluntary 

non-lead (copper) ammunition program 

was implemented during the 2012 man-

aged deer hunt at the Refuge’s Lost 

Mound Unit in Savanna, Illinois. This 

fecal lead levels from bald eagles in rehabili-

tation to determine how fecal lead levels and 

blood lead levels are correlated.  A lawsuit 

filed against the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

in the 1980’s resulted in a nationwide ban on 

lead ammunition used for waterfowl hunting 

in 1991. Millions of waterfowl were dying 

annually after ingesting lead pellets mistaken 

for seeds in the marsh. The lawsuit was filed 

to protect bald and golden eagles that were 

also dying after eating the lead poisoned 

waterfowl. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice encourages hunters to voluntarily use 

non-lead ammunition, especially for deer 

hunting. Non-lead ammunition is required 

for most hunting programs on the Upper 

Mississippi River National Wildlife & Fish 

Refuge except for deer, squirrel and non-

game (e.g., coyote, fox). An awareness cam-

paign is being conducted by the Refuge to 

inform hunters about the relationship of 

lead ammunition used in deer hunting to 

lead exposure in bald eagles with anticipa-

tion that concerned hunters will voluntarily 

shoot non-lead ammunition to help con-

serve bald eagles and other wildlife.     

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Bald Eagle Lead Exposure Study at Lost Mound by Ed Britton 

Page 4 The  Pel ican Scoop Volume 1 Issue 8 

was the first program in the Midwest to 

provide free non-lead ammunition to re-

duce lead on the landscape and exposure 

to bald eagles.  A total of 31 deer were 

harvested during the hunt that included 

32% shot with the copper ammunition 

provided by the Refuge, 26% shot with 

copper ammunition provided by the 

hunter, and 42% shot with lead ammuni-

tion. Offal piles from the deer shot with 

lead ammunition were collected and x-

rayed.  The x-rays showed that 39% of the 

offal piles, which would have been dis-

carded in the field, contained fragments 

ranging from 1-107 lead particles per offal 

pile. The higher velocity muzzleloader-

killed deer had the largest number of lead 

fragments. Bald eagles were routinely ob-

served circling above the Lost Mound 

hunt area. Carcasses and offal piles from 

road-killed deer were placed in the hunt 

area to simulate wounded but not re-

trieved deer and waste parts left in the 

field by hunters. Motion sensor cameras 

documented that bald eagles quickly found 

and fed on the deer carcasses/parts, even 

in forested areas.  During 2012-2013, Iowa 

State University researchers collected fecal 

samples at 54 active bald eagle nests locat-

ed on the Refuge. Preliminary analysis 

identified that 94% of the fecal samples 

contained detectable amounts of lead. One 

goal of this study is to compare blood and 

Copper Jacket with Lead Fragments Eagle Necropsy February 2012 



“Sightings Around the Refuge”  

Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Lost Mound Unit by Connie Zink 

Cicada by Bonnie and Larry Thoren American Goldfinch by Michael Fitzgerald 
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Grasshopper by Debbie Cram 

Great Egrets by Connie Zink 

Photo taken at  Miller’s Landing just 

north of Savanna on August 30th 



Stewards Trip to Wisconsin’s Refuges 

Red Foxes by Stan Bousson 

Our group at Necedah NWR on Friday, August 23rd 
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Karner Blue Butterfly at Necedah NWR 

Whooping Cranes at Necedah NWR The Carnivorous Sundew Plant at Necedah NWR 

Visiting Trempealeau NWR on Saturday, August 24th 
 Anne Straight can bird anywhere including inside the 

LaCrosse Visitor Center at the “Upper Miss’ Refuge 



7071 Riverview Rd 
Thomson, IL 61285 

Sunday, October 6th “Lost Mound Birding Van 

Tour”  1:00pm – 5:00pm * 

Saturday, October 12th “Monthly Bird Walk” 

9:00am - 11:00am 

Thursday, October 17th “Golf Cart Tour of the 

Refuge” 8:00am - 10:00am * 

Friday, October 18th  Monthly Stewards Potluck 

Meeting 11:00am - 1:30pm 

Saturday, October 19th “Golf Cart Tour of the Ref-

uge” 8:00am - 10:00am * 

Sunday, October 20th “Lost Mound Birding Van 

Tour”  1:00pm – 5:00pm * 

* All events are free and open to the public but 

registration is required. Please call 815-273-2732 

or email stewardsumrr@gmail.com 

For additional events see our website 

www.stewardsumrr.org 

Thursday, September 5th “Golf Cart Tour of the 

Refuge” 8:00am - 10:00am * 

Saturday, September 7th “Kids Fishing Day” 9:00 

am - Noon *    

Saturday, September 14th “Monthly Bird Walk” 

8:00am - 11:00am 

Saturday, September 14th “Lost Mound Birding 

Van Tour”  1:00pm – 5:00pm * 

Sunday, September 15th  “Lost Mound Birding 

Van Tour”  1:00pm – 5:00pm * 

Thursday, September 19th “Golf Cart Tour of the 

Refuge” 8:00am - 10:00am * 

Friday, September 20th  Monthly Stewards Pot-

luck Meeting 11:00am - 1:30pm 

Thursday, September 21st “Golf Cart Tour of the 

Refuge” 8:00am - 10:00am * 

Thursday, October 3rd “Golf Cart Tour of the 

Refuge” 8:00am - 10:00am * 

Schedule of  Events 

815-273-2732 
stewardsumrr@gmail.com 

Check out our Website:   

www.stewardsumrr.org  

Stewards of the Upper Mississippi 
River Refuge 
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“Amazing Refuge Race” Winners 

“Kids Fishing Day” 2012 
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Photos of  the 2nd Annual “Amazing Refuge Race” August 17th 2103 

 

 

 

 

Question: 

I was hoping that one of our excellent birders could tell me if what I am seeing is normal. I have been feeding the ruby 

throats for about 20 years but don't remember them leaving this early. I have 3 quart sized feeders and was going through 

about a quart every two days with dozens of the birds present. As of around August 23 or so I am down to a few birds and 

the water is hardly going down. Is this early and I wonder if some of our other members are seeing this?  

Brian Bielema 

Answer:  

In reference to why the Ruby-throated Hummingbird numbers dropped off at Brian Bielema’s feeders: 

There was a normal major buildup of the local hummingbirds, but last week with the cool nights in the 40’s, the locals start-

ed to migrate.  The adult males are the first to leave so you see fewer ruby throats.The adult females leave next and the juve-

niles leave last because they need to build up weight and fat reserve for the long flight.  You probably have mostly juveniles 

and maybe a few adult females still around.  Numbers should build during the next few weeks as more northern migrants 

pass through our area.   

Bob Walton 

“Ask Bob” Answers your Questions 


