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Message From The President 

fresh water and saltwater marsh-

es, where it feeds on aquatic 

insects, invertebrates, small fish, 

and other food items.  It nests in 

open areas and is known to 

transport water on its feathers to 

cool eggs on hot days. It breeds 

along the southern coastlines, 

west and the northwest parts of 

the United States and parts of 

Mexico, central and South 

America.  It is casual as far as 

the Great Lakes.  Individuals 

breeding in much of the Unit-

ed States migrate south for 

winter. 
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Black-necked Stilt by Anne 

Straight 

Greetings to all, with Spring 

and Summer, comes nesting 

season. I have so enjoyed the 

first round of nesting, taking 

place in my yard this year. For 

the first time we were  fortu-

nate enough to have a  pair of 

Eastern Bluebirds choose to 

take up residence. Check out 

page six of this month’s news-

letter to see some of the stages 

in the Eastern Bluebird babies 

lives. We also have nesting 

Song Sparrows, four pairs of 

House Wrens, House Spar-

rows, and House Finches in 

the yard. In close proximity of 

the yard, we have Rose-

breasted Grosbeaks, Indigo 

Buntings, Red-bellied Wood-

peckers, Downy Woodpeck-

ers, American Redstarts, Com-

mon Yellow-throats, Gray 

Catbirds, Brown Thrashers, 

American Robins, Wood 

Thrushes, Eastern Kingbirds, 

Red-tailed Hawks, American 

Kestrals, Barn Swallows, and 

Pileated Woodpeckers all start-

ing their new families. With all 

of this nesting activity, one 

thought to keep in mind is 

please try to disturb the birds 

lives as little as possible. In the 

area of our Bluebird nesting box 

we did not use the weed eater on 

the fence line close to the box, 

and our yard activity around the 

box was kept to a bare mini-

mum. Please avoid loud noises 

and excessive mowing in the 

areas where you know birds are 

nesting. Also, please do not use 

any types of  sound devices in 

order to draw the birds out of 

their natural habitats in order to 

view them. Their concentration 

right now needs to be on raising 

and feeding their young. Any 

interferences from humans 

should be kept at a minimum. 

Take some time this summer 

and sit back and enjoy the 

wonders of nature that will 

surround you. I currently have 

ten baby House Finches in two 

different nests in my hanging 

baskets on my porch and the 

Bluebirds are preparing for 

nest two of the season  I can’t 

wait to see all of the new little 

additions out on their own, 

making visits to our feeders.  

A long- legged wader, the 

Black-necked Stilt has long 

distinctive reddish-pink 

legs. The male has a long, 

thin black bill and black on 

the upper parts of head. 

The lower parts of the 

neck, a patch above the 

eye, and the lower body 

are white. The female is 

similar but has brown on 

back. This species can be 

found feeding in shallow 



The recent spike in tempera-

ture and humidity  brought 

finality to the one of the most 

unusual spring migrations in 

years.  Persistent birders that 

ventured into our wetlands 

from March through the pre-

sent were rewarded with 

spectacular views of large 

flights of waterfowl, shore-

birds, egrets, gulls, and terns.  

With our cool spring, and 

unseasonably cold and stormy 

weather in the south, it 

seemed like most species 

were almost three weeks be-

hind schedule.   

One of my favorite viewing 

areas was South Sabula Lake 

where, back in late April, I 

recorded 7 species of gulls, 3 

species of terns, numerous 

diving ducks, and all 3 species 

of mergansers (which re-

mained until mid-May).   

The real hotspot for me this 

spring was the Green Island 

Wildlife Management Area.  

During visits from March 

through June, I recorded 218 

species of birds!  Highlights 

included seeing Cattle Egrets, 

Snowy Egrets, hundreds of 

Common Egrets, and a White-

faced Ibis on May 10th.  

 On May 20th, I witnessed the 

largest shorebird migration of 

the year.  There were over 100 

Least and Semipalmated Plov-

ers, 54 Dunlins, 20 White-

rumped Sandpipers, 30 Baird’s 

Sandpipers, 6 Black-bellied 

Plovers, 4 American Golden-

Plovers, 12 Semipalmated 

Sandpipers, numerous Dow-

itchers and Spotted Sandpipers, 

several Wilson’s Phalaropes, 

and a single Stilt Sandpiper.  

The day was capped when 10 

Black-necked Stilts, accompa-

nied by a White-faced Ibis, 

landed nearby. 

     I encourage everyone to 

visit their favorite wetland this 

summer.  Peak wildlife viewing 

will usually occur within an 

hour after sunrise and the hour 

before sunset, so you can avoid 

the mid-day heat, admire the 

colors of summer, and truly 

enjoy some special “Moments 

in the Marsh.” 

     The following is a list of 

coming attractions: 

June 10-20—Broods of young 

Canada Geese, Wood 

Ducks, and Trumpeter 

Swans will be in most wet-

lands. 

June 20- July 1—Look for 

zebra striped young Pied-

billed Grebes, young Com-

mon Moorhens, and young 

American Coot.  There will 

be groups of immature Bald 

Eagles in dead trees adjacent 

to backwater marshes. 

July 1-20—Common Egrets, 

White Pelicans, Double-

crested Cormorants, and 

Great Blue Herons will be 

abundant and seen feeding 

in most backwater marshes.  

 

           

Backwater Birding with Bob 
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I spend most of my 

days as a larva in the 

water where I eat 

algae. As an adult I 

only do one thing, 

reproduce.  I only live 

1-2 days. I’m very 

important to the food 

web and an indicator 

of good water quality. 

Who am I ? 

 

Mayfly/Shadfly 

Bob Walton - Zwingle, Ia, 

New Members 

Andrew Elgin 

Judd Stanislawski 

Merlyn Law 

Somer Bozovsky 

Roberta Asher 

David and Virginia DeSwarte  

Earl Sawvel 

 

Renewing Members 

Betty, Pete, Andrew Hagglund 

Anne Straight 

Anne Swan-Johnson 

Anne Schmidt 

Bob and Sandy Walton 

Brian Bielema 

Connie and Wade Inskeep 

Debbie Cram 

Jane McCarthy 

Bonnie and Larry Thoren 

Marsha Johnson and Larry 

Richard Cox 

Stan Bousson 

 

Volunteers have begun monitoring the Ingersoll Wetlands Learning Center Prairie in conjunc-

tion with the Monarch Larva Monitoring Project through the Monarch Lab, University of Min-

nesota. One, 1st star stage, caterpillar was found so far  

Jane McCarthy inspecting milkweed for monarchs Jane is taking a closer look at an egg. 



Jr. Stewards Chatter 
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On Saturday, April 11th, the Jr Stewards of the Upper Mississippi River Ref-

uge learned how to photograph wildlife.  We got a lot of helpful tips 

from other Steward photographers.  One tip was the morning light is called 

the golden hour. We also worked on composition while using the Rule of 

3rds.  Walking around the refuge gave us many opportunities to practice. 

Madison McClelland,  5th Grade Fulton Il 

 



Jr. Stewards Chatter 
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Kathleen Ziemer, Butterfliz of Iowa was our special 

speaker for the May 2nd, session. We learned a lot 

about butterflies and moths. We learned that both the 

moth and butterfly make a chrysalis but the moth spins 

a cocoon to protect itself through the winter. Kathleen 

demonstrated how water repellent their wings are as 

she placed a butterfly under the water and came out 

dry. Each Jr. was also given a container of painted lady 

butterfly larva to raise. They were to document the 

process and record it in their journal. 



Flash Point - “A Visit to Lock and Dam 13” 
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Connie Inskeep - Moline, Il. 

This article was originally scheduled for the April Newsletter.  

One of our favorite places to visit in Illinois is Lock and Dam 13 in Fulton.  From the 

moment you make the turn onto the road leading to the dam, you begin to see the rea-

son this is called a wildlife refuge.  Be sure to have your binoculars and camera always  

ready because you never know what you may see on any given day. The small pool to 

the right as you enter the refuge is host to many puddle ducks.  We always see lots of 

Wood Ducks as well as Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Bufflehead and Ameri-

can Widgeon.  We have  also seen Wilson’s Snipe and Sandhill Cranes there many 

times. The trees are host to all the songbirds of the area.  At the end of the dirt road in 

the camping area, there are trees that are loaded with berries in the fall.  If you sit in 

one spot and watch, you will see some of the most beautiful migrants that stop to have 

a bite as they are passing through.  Pay particular attention to the bushes that line the 

water’s edge.  There may be hidden little beauties in the foliage.  The small stream that 

runs parallel to the dirt road always has ducks of some kind.  The over-hanging branch-

es on the opposite side are a favorite hiding place for the Blue-winged Teal and Wood 

Ducks.  This is also a favorite hang-out for Great Blue Heron and Great Egrets. As you 

come out of the camping area, to the left you will see grassy areas which are feeding 

grounds for all the wonderful birds and animals of the area.  Make sure to have a look 

before proceeding on down the road towards the dam.  As you get past the trees on the 

right, the area opens up to a great expanse of wetlands.  The water is shallow here and 

perfect habitat for heron, egrets, cranes, shorebirds and rails.  There is a parking area to 

the left and a perfect spot to set up your scope and see what is out there.  Be sure to 

look up occasionally because we have frequently seen Northern Harriers hunting in this 

area. In the spring and fall , waterfowl can number in hundreds and even thousands. 

On the other side of the parking area is a wooded area complete with a small stream.  

Be sure to check the trees for warblers, Belted Kingfishers, Bald Eagles and Green 

Heron.  We have even seen White-tailed Deer having a cool drink in the stream.  You 

will see pools on the left side of the road as you travel on towards the dam.  These are 

good areas to see ducks, geese, heron, egrets and shorebirds. There is one small pull-off 

on the left that goes down towards the water.  If you park there, in front of you is a 

wooded area and on both sides there is water.  This is an excellent place to see song 

birds and flycatchers.  As you approach the end of the road, the boat launch area is on 

your right.  If you travel back this dirt road splits into two roads. One goes to the boat 

launch and you can get very close to the water’s edge for great close up pictures of the 

wildlife there.  The other goes up towards the Mississippi River where you have a great 

view of the Dam and the wide expanse of the Mississippi.  Here you can use your scope 

or binoculars to see the ducks and geese that are way out in the middle of the river.  To 

the left is the road that takes you to the lock and dam.  This is an awesome place to 

watch the barges go through the lock (kids love it!).  There are picnic tables, restrooms, 

a soda vending machine and a viewing platform.  This is a good place to see White Peli-

cans and Double Crested Cormorants fishing by the dam.  In the winter you will see 

Bald Eagles by the hundreds resting in the trees across the river and fishing in the river 

right in front of you. This is on the top of the list of our favorite places to go in Illinois.  

Plan a trip soon.  You won’t be disappointed. 
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“Fourteen Days in the Life of  a Baby Eastern Bluebird” by Connie Zink 

This Spring was the first time we were fortunate enough to have nesting Eastern Bluebirds in our yard. What an experience! Here 

are photos of the first fourteen days in the life of three Eastern Bluebirds. Days 1, 3, 5,  7, 9, 11,  and 14 are represented, along 

with a photo of Dad bringing them waxworms. If you have the appropriate habitat, put up a Bluebird nest box, you will be glad 

you did.  
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“Sightings Around the Refuge”  

Sandhill Cranes by Debbie Cram Red Foxes by Michael Fitzgerald 

Great Horned Owls by Judd Stanislawski 

Green Darner Dragonflies by Larry and Bonnie Thoren 

  Wood Ducks by Robert Smice 

White-crowned Sparrow by Connie Zink 



Page 8 The  Pel ican Scoop Volume 3 Issue 3 

“More Sightings Around the Refuge” 

Sandhill Cranes by Wade and Connie Inskeep 

Sandhill Crane by Debbie Cram 

Barred Owl by Michael Fitzgerald 

Sunset on the Mississippi River by Connie Zink 

Swallowtail Butterfly by Debbie Cram 

                         Great Horned Owls by Robert Smice  



Primary Business Address 

 

Saturday, July 11th  “Lost Mound Birding Van 

Tour” 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm (Meet at Lost Mound Unit 

Office by 1:45) 

Thursday, July 16th, “Golf Cart Tour of the Refuge” 

8:00 am - 10:00 am  

Friday, July 17th  Monthly Stewards Potluck Meeting 

11:00 am - 1:30 pm  

Saturday, July 18th, “Golf Cart Tour of the Refuge” 

8:00am - 10:00am  

Sunday, July 19th  “Lost Mound Birding Van Tour” 

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm (Meet at Lost Mound Unit Of-

fice by 12:45) 

Thursday, August 6th, “Golf Cart Tour of the Ref-

uge” 8:00am - 10:00am  

Saturday, August 8th “Monthly Bird Walk” 9:00 am– 

11:00 am  ( Meet at Ingersoll Center) 

All events are free and open to the public but 

registration is required. Please call 815-273-2732 

or email stewardsumrr@gmail.com  

Thursday, June 18th, “Golf Cart Tour of the Ref-

uge” 8:00 am - 10:00 am  

Friday, June 19th, Monthly Stewards Potluck 

Meeting 11:00 am - 1:30 pm  

Saturday, June 20th, “Golf Cart Tour of the Ref-

uge” 8:00am - 10:00am  

Saturday, June 20th, Nature’s Notebook Citizen 

Science Workshop 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

Saturday, June 20th, Pollination Celebration  1:00 

pm - 9:00 pm  (See page 11) 

Sunday, June 21st  “Lost Mound Birding Van 

Tour” 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm (Meet at Lost Mound 

Unit Office by 12:45) 

Thursday, July 2nd, “Golf Cart Tour of the Ref-

uge” 8:00 am - 10:00 am  

Saturday, July11th “Monthly Bird Walk” 9:00 am– 

11:00 am  ( Meet at Ingersoll Center) 

 

815-273-2732 
stewardsumrr@gmail.com 

Check out our Website:   

www.stewardsumrr.org  

Stewards of the Upper 
Mississippi River Refuge 
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Golf Cart Tour by Connie Zink 

 Golf Cart Tour of the Refuge 

by Connie Zink 
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